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Eco-Schools program
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Eco-Schools is one of the 
largest global sustainable 
schools programme

It is implemented in 73 
countries.

Slovenia:
kindergartens to universities 
(FEE Eco-Campus)

A Seven-Step Change Framework for 
Continuous Improvement



A Seven-Step Change Framework for Continuous Improvement →
A backbone for introducing circular economy education
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2019: Eco-Schools Project Advancing Circular Economy 
(E-SPACE)

• A partnership between FEE Eco-Schools 
Programme and LUCART

• The project pilots Education for 
Advancing Circular Economy

Pilot 
33 Eco-Schools each in Latvia and 

Slovenia
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Objectives
• Develop curricular framework and training 

module to focus on CE
• Develop exemplar educational kit on circular 

economy
• Training of teachers on teaching circular 

economy through the approach of project 
based learning.

• Raise awareness on the production cycle, 
from the raw material to the final product, 
its use, ways to reuse, reduce, 
recycle/upcycle - in other words, an 
understanding of the Circular Economy (CE)

Primary schools

(11-15)
High schools

(16-19)

Teachers Students

Target groups
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Introducing the topic CE in Eco-Schools Slovenia

2016: first project refering to the circular economy / first didactical tools

Actons in the field (active participation of schools and local community)

PET bottles

Beverage cartons:
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Manual

ENG: E-space_Circular+Economy+Lesson+Plans.pdf 
(squarespace.com)

SI: https://ekosola.si/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Priročnik-
E-SPACE-2020.pdf

E-SPACE in Slovenia / preparation

E-SPACE project, Lucija Marovt / GenB Common Ground Camp / 21 February 2023

Pre-survey 
for mentors

Pre-survey 
fo students

Poster Manual with 
lesson plans

Post survey 
for teachers

Post survey 
for students



• Announcement - invitation: September 2019  (Eco-
Schools Slovenia national conference)

• Launching workshop for mentors: December 2019
• No. of participating mentors: 34
• On-line pre-survey for teachers
• Presenting on-line pre-survey for students
• Didactical material distribution: Manual with lesson

plans, poster, Lucart Eco-Natural handkerchiefs made of
UBC

• Presentation of the project
• Presentation of municipal material cycle of used

beverage cartons and recycled hygienic paper
• Presentation of the package waste management in

Slovenia (
• Testing lesson plans

E-SPACE in Slovenia / the launch
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Other resources for teachers • Sources on the website

• Posters of circularity of different materials

• Young Reporters for
the Environment
video
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• Lesson plans implementation: most of mentors 
started with LP2 (CE principles) and LP4 
(biomimicry) 

• On-line schooling: 
- Look outside the window
- Support with additional sources, examples
- Mailings to mentors (motivation, support, asking 

for feedback/possibility to implement LPs)

Implementation in schools / 2019-2020:
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• 8th September 2020: E-training and project update for E-SPACE 
mentors, plan for 2020/2021, 34 participants

• 28 September 2020: presentation and updates at the national 
conference, no. of attended mentors (in-person and live streaming): 
310 

Re-launch in 2020/2021:
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BriefCase /offline and online didactical tool to
educate about the CE (to be used in schools)

Implementation in 2020/2021: online training for teachers
LCA, examples from practice, other didactical tools

• LCA online workshop/ teachers‘ request

165 participants (e-trainings open also for non-E-SPACE mentors due to distance schooling)

• Good practices / compostable pots
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Support for mentors: lesson plans adaptation

• Implementation of lesson plans within
other projects (textile, food waste, paper,
plastics, milk bottles & cartons)

• Step by step guide through lessons

E-SPACE project, Lucija Marovt / GenB Common Ground Camp / 21 February 2023



Implementation in 2020/2021: support for 
mentors

supporting and 
complementary 
didactic resources
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Lesson plan 1: Lesson plan 4:
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Lesson plan 5
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Lesson plan 6:
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Outcomes

Primary school Venclja Perka Domžale: 
biomimicry peer lesson plan

Secondary school for construction and 
environmental protection:  
Slippers, blanket, bird house:
• cooperation between teachers: 

theory&practice, connection to other 
projects
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Dissemination: school websites
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www: 

Domžalsko-kamniške novice: https://www.domzalske-
novice.si/2020/03/17/ekosola-spodbuja-krozno-
gospodarstvo/?fbclid=IwAR1T1uzThQJQJq22yZof6LpCxwEZV0_IMZQHrGrTqzn1k2
epGgd4keu-z54

Dissemination: local media
Print:
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DESIGN CHALLENGE 

Make it better! 
Design for circular 

economy
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WINNER: Design challenge: Primary school Ob Rinži Kočevje

RE-WRAP 



Design challenge: Primary school Leskovec pri Krškem
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Design challenge: Primary school Kidričevo
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Design challenge: Faculty of design
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Design challenge: High school Zagorje 
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No. of students 
directly involved: 2,900

33
48

112

No. of participating
schools

No. of project mentors No. of actively involved
teachers

No. of participating 
schools

No. of project
mentors

No. of actively 
involved teachers 

33 48 112

Results: Participating schools, teachers & 
students
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Lesson plans implementation

Data collected until 23 April, 2021

No. of 
students 
directly 
involved: 
2,000

12 12

8

10
9

6

4
3

25

Učna ura 1 Učna ura 2 Učna ura 3 Učna ura 4 Učna ura 5 Učna ura 6 Učna ura 7 Učna ura 8 Ostalo

Izvedba učnih ur

Drugo = Other



Participation in the development of the European 
Education for Climate Coalition initiative:

Project E-SPACE / Eco-Schools Slovenia
included to the process of development of 
the European Education for Climate 
Coalition initiative by EC.

Participation:
• ES SIovenia project

coordinator
• 1 mentor
• 2 students
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FOLLOW UP 2021/2022

Design challenge
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Design challenge
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Circularity is our opportunity
• Lesson plans fom manual
• Workshops fo teachers and students
• New lesson plan: from fish net to yarn

Developing didactical tool for CE education in 
primary schools
• Led by: Faculty for education, University of Ljubljana

FOLLOW UP 2022/2023

E-SPACE (E-STEM award)
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RESEARCH AND INNOVATION PRACTICE INSPIRATION
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4,5-year process of 12 partners (research, innovation, business) 
from 7 EU countries:
New biobased material  for textile industry, automotive industry, 
construction, food and non-food packaging and others

Project EFFECTIVE (subtitled) - YouTube



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

lucija.marovt@ekosola.si
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